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OUR MISSIoN IS To ENSURE THE RESToRATIoN AND PRoTECTIoN oF THE NINE MILE RUN 
WATERSHED THRoUGH CITIZEN ENGAGEMENT, DEMoNSTRATIoN PRoJECTS, AND ADVoCACY.
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Letter from the Executive Director
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Our cover for this issue is a visual 
representation of  what this past summer 
felt like to us.  A verdant, lovely spring 
|fx wnuuji fufwy ozxy fx xzrrjw tkăhnfqq~ 
arrived, by one of  the worst storms Nine 
Mile Run has endured in this decade.  On 
June 17, 2009, the Nine Mile Run valley 
received more than three inches of  rainfall 
ns qjxx ymfs ă{j mtzwx3 -Mzwwnhfsj N{fs ns 
2004 delivered a larger amount of  rain, 
but spread out over more than 24 hours.) 
Considering that our average rain event in 
this region consists of  about ¼”, and bearing 
in mind that most of  the storm sewers in the 
watershed feed directly into Nine Mile Run 
and its tributaries, it is not hard to see how 
the stream sustained major damage during 
this storm. 

Ny nx vznyj wfwj yt ăsi f xywjyhm tk  tujs 
stream more than two miles long in a 
hny~1 fsi j{js wfwjw yt ăsi tsj ymfy mfx 
undergone a major restoration.  Urban 
stream restoration is still an experimental 
undertaking, and through events like this 
summer’s storm, we are learning just how 
xywtsl xywzhyzwjx qnpj jslnsjjwji wthp wnkĄjx 

have to be to withstand the volume and 
velocity of  stormwater coming out of  the 
upper watershed.  Most climate change 
rtijqx fwj uwjinhynsl rtwj kwjvzjsy mnlm2
intensity storms in years to come.  For these 
reasons, and in order not to lose the progress 
ymfy mfx gjjs rfij ns hwjfynsl gjyyjw fvzfynh 
habitat in the stream, NMRWA believes it is 
important to repair the structural damage as 
soon as possible.  

The City of  Pittsburgh Department of  
Public Works is charged with operation and 
maintenance of  the restoration, and does 
a great job on an ongoing basis.  But there 
are serious constraints on the City’s budget, 
jxujhnfqq~ ymnx ~jfw -ymnsp wjhjxxnts1 fsi 
L275.@ mjf{~ jvznurjsy1 xpnqqji tujwfytwx1 
and giant boulders are expensive.  NMRWA 
has devoted a lot of  time this summer 
to the search for funding for the repairs.  
We are deeply grateful that the Richard 
King Mellon Foundation has agreed to 
uwt{nij xzuutwy ktw ymnx jkktwy3  Ymj Mjns  
Endowments and the Pittsburgh Foundation 
have also agreed to allow the use of  a 
small amount of  funding remaining in a 

stewardship fund that was set up before the 
restoration took place, for this purpose.

We don’t expect the funding situation to 
become any easier in years to come, but, 
as noted, we do expect maintenance and 
repair needs to continue to arise.  We are 
working toward the establishment of  a 
permanent endowment to fund maintenance 
of  the restoration in the future.  Look for 
an announcement and an opportunity to 
participate later this fall. 
 
One of  the bright spots of  the summer was 
the essay that follows, which our friend khrys 
myrddin shared with us.  You may hear it on 
\IZV xtrjif~ xtts3  Ns ymj rjfsynrj1 
we thank her for all she does to help advance 
our work, and the many ways in which she 
does her part to restore and protect  
the watershed.
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Submitted to WDUQ-FM’s ongoing 
series by our friend khrys myrddin 
of  Park Place.
 
N fr f sfyn{j Unyyxgzwlmjw1 gtws fy Rfljj2
\trjsx Mtxunyfq3 Ymj ăwxy uqfhj N |jsy 
tzyxnij ymj |fqqx tk  ymfy mtxunyfq -xt N mf{j 
been told) was the playground at the corner 
tk  Ktwgjx fsi X3 Gwfiithp3 Fx f pni1 N wfs 
fwtzsi ns ymj {fqqj~1 fsi htqqjhyji ăwjĄnjx ns 
ymj ăjqi tkk  tk  Pjsxnslyts Xywjjy3 Kwnhp Ufwp 
is as much home to me as the house in which 
N qn{j3 Ny nx r~ uqfhj tk  xtqfhj  
and rejuvenation.  
 
The restoration of  the watershed ecosystem 
ns qt|jw Kwnhp ăqqx rj |nym xzhm uwtktzsi 
qt{j fsi ot~@ ymjwj fwj gfwjq~ |twix ktw ny3 
N fr sjfwq~ jrgfwwfxxji g~ r~ fyyjruyx 
to describe what this place means to 
rj gjhfzxj ny nx ytt hqtxj yt ymj gtsjõN 
fear my earnestness will be seen as trite 
sentimentality.  
 
Qnpj rfs~ kwtr ymnx wjlnts1 N wjhtlsn j 
that we’ve got a number of  serious 

problems ranging from the economic to 
the environmental. With a dramatic loss of  
population in a mere generation, crumbling 
infrastructure, segregated neighborhoods, 
xywzllqnsl xhmttqx1 fsi f ijĄfyji jhtstr~2
2yt js{nxnts ~jy fstymjw Unyyxgzwlm 
wjsfnxxfshj xjjrx yt gj f kttqnxm Ąnlmy tk  
kfsh~3 ĵy xynqq |j wnxj22wjyttqnsl |mfy |j 
have and encouraging new growth.  
 
To walk in Lower Frick now and see the 
willows along the stream towering above 
your head, as you hear woodpeckers in the 
distance, watch hawks soaring above, and 
xjj gzyyjwĄnjx ifshnsl frtsl ymj x|f~nsl 
Joe Pye Weed, you’d scarcely believe that 
the meadow you are admiring was once a 
xj|flj2ht{jwji uqf~nsl ăjqi3 Fx iwfltsĄnjx 
gz   ufxy1 fsi kwtlx qjfu nsyt ymj |fyjw1 ~tz 
may forget that, not long ago, this water 
was too polluted for anything to live in it. A 
xrfqq lwtzu tk  htshjwsji hnyn jsx mjquji 
bring about a $7.7 million restoration project 
that turned a blighted, polluted space into 
a beautiful public space that supports both 
the wildlife that live there, and the spirits 
of  the humans who visit. A small group of  
htrrnyyji hnyn jsx htsynszjx yt qttp fkyjw 
this crown jewel of  the City park system, 
reaching out to the residents of  neighboring 

communities to connect them to this 
beautiful space and teach them to become 
ltti hnyn jsx tk  ymj |fyjwxmji3 \j sjjiji 
big machines to move the boulders into place 
and create new banks for the streams, but 
now we need thousands of  hands to pick up 
ywfxm1 wjh~hqj1 nsxyfqq wfns gfwwjqx@ ymtzxfsix 
of  voices to talk to neighbors and friends and 
teach them how their small actions impact 
this big picture. 
 
The restoration area is a metaphor for 
what is happening, and what can happen, 
for our City. Sure, we have problems. But 
if  we roll up our sleeves, pool our efforts, 
fsi rf~gj hfqq ns xtrj mjf{~ jvznurjsy1 
the problems need not be insurmountable. 
We have problems, but Pittsburgh also has 
much inherent beauty and deep reserves 
tk  sfyzwfq -nshqzinsl mzrfs. wjxtzwhjx3 
Nk  |j xt hmttxj1 ymwtzlm mfwi |twp fsi 
compassionate stewardship, we, like the 
|fyjwxmji1 hfs wnxj flfns3 Ns ymj |twix tk  
\jsijqq Gjww~22øymnx nx st ufwfinxfq iwjfr@ 
its hardship is its possibility.”  




