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Nine Mite Run
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Letter from the Executive Director

Our cover for this issue is a visual
representation of what this past summer

felt like to us. A verdant, lovely spring

| Fxwuuj i Fufuy ozxy fx xzr rjw tkahnfig~
arrived, by one of the worst storms Nine
Mile Run has endured in this decade. On
June 17, 2009, the Nine Mile Run valley
received more than three inches of rainfall
1s ggxx ymfs afj mtzwx3 -Mzwnhfsj N{fs ns
2004 delivered a larger amount of rain,

but spread out over more than 24 hours.)
Considering that our average rain event in
this region consists of about ¥4”, and bearing
in mind that most of the storm sewers in the
watershed feed directly into Nine Mile Run
and its tributaries, it is not hard to see how
the stream sustained major damage during
this storm.

Ny nx vznyj whuj yt asi fxwjyhm tk tujs
stream more than two miles long in a
hny~ Fsi j{js wfwjw yt asi tsj ymfy mfx
undergone a major restoration. Urban
stream restoration is still an experimental
undertaking, and through events like this
summer’s storm, we are learning just how

xywtsh xywzhyzwjx gpj jshosjjwj i wehp wkAjx

have to be to withstand the volume and
velocity of stormwater coming out of the
upper watershed. Most climate change
rtijox fwj uejinhpsl rtwj kvjvzjsy mim2
intensity storms in years to come. For these
reasons, and in order not to lose the progress
ymfy mfx gjjs rfijns hujfynsl gjyyjw fvzfyh
habitat in the stream, NMRWA believes it is
important to repair the structural damage as
soon as possible.

The City of Pittsburgh Department of
Public Works is charged with operation and
maintenance of the restoration, and does

a great job on an ongoing basis. But there
are serious constraints on the City’s budget,
Jxughnfog~ ymnx ~j fw -ymsp wphjxats! fsi
L275.8 mjf{~ jvzourjsyl xpnygj i tujwhytwxl
and giant boulders are expensive. NMRWA
has devoted a lot of time this summer

to the search for funding for the repairs.

We are deeply grateful that the Richard
King Mellon Foundation has agreed to
uwt{nii j xzuutwy ktw ymix jkktwy3 Ymj Mjns
Endowments and the Pittsburgh Foundation
have also agreed to allow the use of a

small amount of funding remaining in a

stewardship fund that was set up before the
restoration took place, for this purpose.

We don’t expect the funding situation to
become any easier in years to come, but,

as noted, we do expect maintenance and
repair needs to continue to arise. We are
working toward the establishment of a
permanent endowment to fund maintenance
of the restoration in the future. Look for

an announcement and an opportunity to
participate later this fall.

One of the bright spots of the summer was
the essay that follows, which our friend khrys
myrddin shared with us. You may hear it on
N1 ZV xtrjif~xttsy Nsymj rjfsyrjl
we thank her for all she does to help advance
our work, and the many ways in which she
does her part to restore and protect

the watershed.
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Submitted to WDUQ-FM’s ongoing
series by our friend khrys myrddin
of Park Place.

N fir £ sfyn{j Unyxgzwlmjul gtus fy Rfljj2
\trjsx Mtxunyfg Ymj awxy ugfhj N | jsy
tzyxnij ymj | Fogx tk ymFy mxunyfo -xt N mf{j
been told) was the playground at the corner
th Ktwgjx fsi X3 Gwfiathp3 Fx f pnil Nwfs
futzsi ns ymj {fig~ fsi htgghyji awjAnjxns
ymj &joi thk tk Pjsxslyts Xywjjy3 Kinhp Ufup
is as much home to me as the house in which
N {33 Ny nx r~ ugfhj tk xtofhj

and rejuvenation.

The restoration of the watershed ecosystem
1s gt | jw Kwnhp aggx rj Joym xzhm uwtktzsi
(tfj fsi ot~f ymjwj fwj gfujo~ | twix ktwng

N fir sjfu~ jrgfwfxgi g~ r~ fyyj ruyx

to describe what this place means to

rj gjhfzxj ny x ytt hgtxj yt ymj gtsjoN
fear my earnestness will be seen as trite
sentimentality.

Qnpj rfs~kwtr ymnx wj Intst Nwjhtlsn j
tzhat we've got a number of serious

problems ranging from the economic to

the environmental. With a dramatic loss of
population in a mere generation, crumbling
infrastructure, segregated neighborhoods,
xywz s xhmetox! fsi £ ijAfyji jhtstr-2
yt js{mnts ~jy fstymjw Unyxgzwlm
wjstoxxfshj xjjrxyt gj fkttgxm Anlmy tk
kFsh~3 ~Njy xyngg | J wxj22wjyttpsl [mfy |
have and encouraging new growth.

To walk in Lower Frick now and see the
willows along the stream towering above
your head, as you hear woodpeckers in the
distance, watch hawks soaring above, and
xiJ gzyjwAnjx ifshosl fresl ymj x| f~nsl
Joe Pye Weed, you’d scarcely believe that
the meadow you are admiring was once a
xJ 1 FLj2hegug i ugf~nsl &joi3 Fx iwFltsAnjx
gz ufxyl fsi kwtlx gjfu syt ymj | fyjul ~tz
may forget that, not long ago, this water
was too polluted for anything to live in it. A
xrfyg Iwtzu tk htshjwsji hoyn jsx mjquji
bring about a $7.7 million restoration project
that turned a blighted, polluted space into
a beautiful public space that supports both
the wildlife that live there, and the spirits

of the humans who visit. A small group of
htrrnyji hnyn jsx htsyiszjx yt qttp fhyjw
this crown jewel of the City park system,
reaching out to the residents of neighboring

communities to connect them to this
beautiful space and teach them to become
big machines to move the boulders into place
and create new banks for the streams, but
now we need thousands of hands to pick up
ywixml wjh~hj1 nsxyfog wins gfuwjoxi ymtzxfsix
of voices to talk to neighbors and friends and
teach them how their small actions impact
this big picture.

The restoration area is a metaphor for
what is happening, and what can happen,
for our City. Sure, we have problems. But
if we roll up our sleeves, pool our efforts,
fsi rf-gj hfyns xtrj mjf{~ jvzurjsyl
the problems need not be insurmountable.
We have problems, but Pittsburgh also has
much inherent beauty and deep reserves
th sfyzwfy-ishgzinsl mzrfs. wjxtzuhjx3

Nk ]j xt hmttxjlymwezIm mfwi | tup fsi
compassionate stewardship, we, like the

| fyjwxmj il hfs wnxj FIfasINs ymj | twix tk
N\jsiji Gjw~2aymnx ix st ufwfinxfy twjfri
its hardship is its possibility.”






