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Welcome to Nine Mile Run

Olll' StOI'y began 1n 1997, when a small group
of artists from Carnegie Mellon University's STUDIO for Creative Inquiry

saw the enormous potential for change in the Nine Mile Run Valley and
the way we think about community involvement. Inspired by a belief in the
interconnectedness of human beings and their environment, and the power of
the individual to create positive change, the STUDIO fashioned a space for
community discourse. Ample Opportunity: A Community Dialog was a year-long
interdisciplinary effort that brought together local residents, artists, historians,
scientists, engineers, and planners seeking a second chance for Nine Mile Run.

‘The Nine Mile Run Valley was once considered an ideal place for a park, but after
decades of abuse and neglect the stream came to be known as “stink creek” to
generations of local residents. Most of Nine Mile Run’s tributaries were restricted
in pipes throughout the watershed, and any remaining open channel looked
more like a deep narrow ditch than a stream. Ample Opportunity focused on the
challenges and opportunities presented by the open portion of the stream and
created a democratic dialog that would reshape the future of Nine Mile Run.

The Nine Mile Run Watershed Association was born out of this unique
democratic experience.
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After the Storm

As it does every year, Nine Mile Run experienced ebbs and flows in 2009. But
this year will be remembered most for flows — during one June storm, over
four inches of rain fell in the watershed within just a few hours. The resulting
stormwater and sewage runoff that came surging into the Nine Mile Run stream
channel took out a number of the hydraulic features constructed during the 2006
stream restoration, swept away stream banks and created conditions that could
lead to a perpetual cycle of erosion and disappearing habitat.

The US Army Corps of Engineers volunteered expertise to oversee repairs of the
damage, and the City of Pittsburgh could offer labor and support of the work,
but neither of these partners had funding available to cover the cost of equipment
and materials.

Unwilling to watch the now-thriving ecosystem once again ebb away, The Nine
Mile Run Watershed Association brought this situation to the attention of the
Richard King Mellon Foundation, and was able to secure over $60,000 from
the Foundation and other sources to ensure that the damage created by the
June storm was repaired by the end of 2009. The flood plain is now once again
working as intended, and the repaired structures were built even stronger than
before to better stand up to future massive storm flows.
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The unusual storm in June highlighted what the committed leadership of the
NMRWA already knew — funding will always be needed to ensure the protection
of the restored stream and its surrounds. With this motivation, the NMRWA
advocated for the creation of a permanent Nine Mile Run Fund at The Pittsburgh
Foundation to support these efforts.

The establishment of this small but enduring endowment fund is just one of
the many steps that the Nine Mile Run Watershed Association took in 2009 to
ensure that the restoration and protection of the Nine Mile Run Watershed will
continue for generations to come. If you are interested én learning more about
or contributing to this fund, please contact us.

We hope you enjoy having the opportunity to learn more about our efforts, as
presented in this report, and continue to enjoy the ebbs and flows of this unique
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Brenda Smith, Executive Director

and magnificent urban stream.

Mot

Martha Riecks, President
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In 2006 a new Nine Mile Run was unveiled. Sponsored by the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the City of Pittsburgh, this
3-year project restored 2.2 miles of open stream in Frick Park.
Designed to ameliorate years of neglect and degradation the
project reconfigured and rebuilt the stream channel. Wetlands
and floodplains were created, and habitat was enhanced

and expanded with thousands of newly planted native trees,
perennials, and grasses.




\t NMRWA we

Fducate

ince 2001, the Nine Mile Run Watershed

Association has  worked to increase

awareness about the issues of stormwater
runoff, nonpoint source pollution, and sewage
overflows. In 2009, NMRWA continued to keep
citizens informed about these and other important
environmental issues through our regular email
blasts and newsletters. Presentations to community
groups, churches, temples, youth organizations and
local schools engaged a wider audience in regional
concerns about water quality. In addition, our
programs created meaningful learning opportunities
for citizens by connecting them to the issues and

involving them in concrete hands-on experiences.
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At NMRWA, we recognize the important role that
education plays in creating a new generation of
environmental stewards. Thus, it was only natural
that connecting local students to the problems
associated with stormwater runoff became a larger
focus of our programming in 2009. We expanded
our school programming by partnering with local
environmental education organizations, designing
and implementing  project-oriented learning
Using the Nine Mile Run Aquatic
Ecosystem Restoration as the perfect outdoor

programs.
learning laboratory, NMRWA taught students from

schools across the region about water quality, invasive
species and native plants, ecology and ecosystems.
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2009 also marked our Second State of the
Watershed. This all-day public event took place at
the Environmental Charter School in Regent Square;
over 50 attendees participated in presentations, panel
discussions, and workshops. Our keynote speaker,
Tom Biebighauser, Wildlife Biologist for the US
Forest Service Center for Wetlands, spoke about
the importance of wetlands in our environment.
Tom then led participants in outdoor workshops
highlighting volunteer constructed wetlands and
rain gardens.



In 2009, over 3000
students and residents
engaged in educational
programming through
NMRWA

More than 7000 households
received the Nine Mile Run
News, NMRWA's email blast
and newsletter.
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MRWA creates a space for citizens

to reestablish their relationship to

the urban environment. Each year
we explore new ways for people to witness the
healing processes of nature. Seasonal walks through the
restoration area provide opportunities for folks to engage
with an abundance not usually seen in an urban park.
Tours that focus on the history of the valley and the flora
and fauna in the park excite and inspire citizens to create
change, not only within the Nine Mile Run watershed
but in the communities beyond its boundaries. People
begin to see themselves in the context of a larger more
diverse community rooted in the natural world.
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Each day joggers, hikers, bikers, birders and dog

walkers enjoy the natural beauty of the Nine Mile

Run restoration, experiencing the profound recovery

of the stream. More than an extension of Frick Park,
it is a place for inspiration. Artists and photographers
interpret and record the remarkable transformation,
sharing their vision of beauty and peace. Each day, visitors
experience a spiritual connection with this metaphor
for rebirth and renewal, finding solace and hope in the
dramatic transformation.
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“The restoration area is

a metaphor for what is
happening, and what can
happen, for our City. Sure,
we have problems. But if
we roll up our sleeves, pool
our efforts, and maybe call
in some heavy equipment,
the problems need not be
insurmountable.”

Myrddin, 2009




“To cherish what remains

of the Earth and to foster its
renewal is our only legitimate
hope of survival.”

--Wendlell Berry
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AL NMRWA we

n 2006, residents and community
Imembers witnessed the renewal

of Nine Mile Run and nature
continues to heal this once degraded
stream. But natural processes are slow,
and in many respects constructing the
restoration was the easy part; the hard
part is nurturing and maintaining this
wonderful environmental asset for
future generations.

The urban nature of the watershed

means that Nine Mile Run suffers each
time it rains. The storms our region
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experienced in 2009 were particularly
challenging. Nothing could have
prepared us for the devastation the
stream experienced on June 17th. The
streambanks were filled with debris;
whole trash bags of garbage and
recyclables, heavy logs, shopping carts,
bicycles, skateboards, tarps, toys, street
signs, tires and other automobile parts,
all washed into the stream. Swaths of
sediment were deposited on the banks,
boulders displaced, culverts exposed,
and young plantings damaged.

Partners in Stewardship

The Student Conservation Association, Bayer Climate Fellows,
AmeriCorps, Phipps Summer Interns, Community Youth Network,
Temple Sinai, GLENDA, Big Brothers and Sisters of Greater
Pittsburgh, Wilkinsburg High School, the Pittsburgh Urban Christian
School. Wilkinsburg Community Development Corporation, and

The Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy.

277 trees planted

More than 300 bags of trash collected

Over 1500 citizens actively working for change
Over 1200 rain barrels installed

NMRWA scheduled additional stream
sweeps and sent outa call for volunteers.
Our many dedicated volunteers rallied,
not only joining us to clean up the
debris, but also helping to remove
sediment, rebuilding retaining walls,
and planting barren areas with native
plants.

Stream  Sweeps are just one way
NMRWA actively engages citizens in
stewardship. We also encourage folks
to take action in their communities
by participating in litter cleanups,
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tree plantings, and installing rain
barrels to reduce their stormwater
footprint. In addition, NMRWA’
Urban EcoStewards maintain over 30
sites along the stream corridor. They
regularly remove invasive species, clean
up litter and trash and tackle problems
caused by erosion.

Citizens engaged in stewardship are
inspired to not only change their own
behaviors, but to actively advocate for
the stream. Each individual becomes a
means for creating lasting change.



NMR
restored

NMR storm damage
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Funders

The Heinz Endowments

Richard King Mellon Foundation

The Laurel Foundation

Coca Cola North America

The Pittsburgh Foundation

‘The Pennsylvania Department
of Environmental Protection,
Growing Greener II Fund

The Bessie F. Anathan Charitable Trust
of The Pittsburgh Foundation

Partners
The Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy
The City of Pittsburgh
Department of Parks and Recreation
The City of Pittsburgh
Department of Public Works
The Frick Environmental Center
Friends of the Pittsburgh Urban Forest
3 Rivers Wet Weather
Pennsylvania Department
of Environmental Protection
Penn State Cooperative Extension
The Borough of Wilkinsburg
The Wilkinsburg Community
Development Corporation
The Borough of Swissvale
‘The Borough of Edgewood
Phipps Conservatory
Friends of the Riverfront
Allegheny Cleanways
GLENDA
Big Brothers/Big Sisters
of Greater Pittsburgh
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A Midsummer Night's

Stream Sponsors

Lennon Smith Souleret Engineering Inc
Hazen and Sawyer

G-TECH Strategies, Inc.

Sci-Tek Consultants, Inc.

Tri-State Capital Bank

In Kind Donors
ALCOSAN
Test America
3 Rivers Wet Weather
Aquarius Spring!
Point Brugge Café
Make Your Mark Café
The Square Café
The East End Food Co-op
McBroom Beer Distributor
Bruegger’s Bagels, Squirrel Hill
The Coffee Tree Roasters, Squirrel Hill
Allegro Hearth Bakery
Whole Foods Market
Wood Street Bakery
Al’s Fish and Chicken
Wilkinsburg Beverage
Pennsylvania Department
of Transportation
The Environmental Charter
School at Frick Park
‘The Western Pennsylvania
School for the Deaf
The Wilkins School Community Center

Visionaries | $1000 and up
Nancy Bernstein and Robert Schoen
Jim Fleming

Protectors | $500-999
GlaxoSmithKline (matching gift)
Janet and Dan Bednarz
Jack and Joan Diederich
Leigh Gallagher
Kristina Gerszten
Alice and Patrick Loughney
The Alexander C. &

Tillie S. Speyer Foundation
Charles and Veronica Toran
Will Wenger

Stewards | $100-249
Anonymous (8)
Alpha Pi
Julia Brooks and Joellen Popma
Bruce and Kitty Brunkhorst
‘The Buhl Foundation (matching gift)
Robert Carpenter
Jon Danzak
David Dzombak and Carolyn Menard
‘The East End Food Co-op
(1% Wednesday)
Margaret Finley
Bud Fisher
Kathryn and James Flannery
Cindy and Todd Green
Harry Henninger
R. Donald Hoffman
Maribeth Hook
Ann Kelton and Jeffrey Hritz
James Hyland
Astrid Kersten
Mary S. Kostalos
Jennifer Lakin and Douglas Rabuzzi
Michael Lefebvre and Randy Connolly
Peter Lewis
Louise and Michael Malakoff
Ellen Marcus
David M Matter
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Restorers | $250-499
Anonymous (1)
The Otto Abeshouse Fund

of The Pittsburgh Foundation
Lisa and Terry Brown
Catherine Eagon and Barb Woolcott
Anne Gray and Dave Carr
Nancy Levine-Arnold and Bob Arnold
Mark and Mary Ellen Meyer
Sam and Jan Newbury
Seeders & Weeders Garden Club
Lois and Harry Winslow
Kathy, James and Bryan Woll

Lisa Ciccarelli and Rick McGee
John Moyer
Nancy and Michael Murphy
Charlie Nied in memory of

his father Thomas L Nied
Ellen Ormond
Richard Piacentini
Mary Pretz and Alton Lawson
Darrell Rapp and Toby Yanowitz
Martha Riecks and Christopher Tracey
Jean Robinson
Scott Rosenblum and Sarah Ordaz
Rotary Club of Swissvale
Len Schockling
John and Linda Schombert
Brenda Smith and Rosemary Welsch
Kenny and Terry Steinberg
Kurt Summersgill
Swissvale Economic

Development Corporation
Dustin and Lindsay Taylor
UBS (matching gift)
MaryRose Walko and Laird Cooper
Bill and Judy Werner
Michael Trick and Ilona Weyers
Doug Wilkin
Lori and Jonathan Wynn
Laura and Ada Zech
William and Judy Zumach



Supporters | $50-99
Anonymous (3)
Stacey E. Bloom
Anne Bowes
Deborah Brooks and Kris Mamula
in memory of Ralph P Brooks
Leland, Elise and David Brown
Stephen and Jean Carr
Maren Cooke and Neil Donahue
Kyle Costello
Joe Crossett and Beth Roman
JoAnn Dempler in memory
of William R Dempler
Amy and Jerry DeRing
Marion and Sam Edelmann
Jonathan Fobear
Paige and Jeff Forster
Cy and Jane Fox
Deb Freeman
Wayne Gerhold
John Godfrey
Joanne and Tim Goodall
David and Barbara Grover
Ellen Guise
Barbara Gundy and Marcia Smith
John Hayes and MaryAnn Park
Gunther and Klara Heilbrunn
Carl Hildebrandt and
Susan Holm
Matt and Luke Kambic in memory
of Louetta Jo Heindl Kambic
Tim and Linda Joyce
Julie Vanneman and Scott Kiesling
Charles King
Cosma shalizi and Kristina Klinkner
Michael and Pamela Ann Koryak
Robert and Virginia Linn
Karen Lukas
Linda Metropulos
Sue Meyers and Judy Klempner

Bill and Maryanne Mistick
Richard and Betsy Monheim
James D. Moore
Julie Ann Mountain
Khrys Myrddin
Lara and John Nagle
Kelly Ogrodnikand Kevin Robinson
Al and Monica Papa in

honor of his son Joseph Papa
Susie Petrella and

Maxwell Williams
Leonard and Kathy Plotnicov
Henry Prellwitz
Larry and Grace Ragano
James and Nancy Richard
Michael and Linda Rosenbaum
David Rosenberg
Ruth and Wil Rouleau
Elizabeth Thomas and Kirk Savage
Titus and Helen Schleyer
Martin and Jean Schmidt
Kathleen Schneider
Henry Schumacher

and Jonathon Weaver
Janet and Marty Seltman
Christine and Duane Seppi
John and Anne Singleton
John Burke and Kathleen Smith
Mark Smith and Mark Lowe
Sheryl St. Germain
Claire Staples
John and Ruth Staudacher
Lisa and Peter Strick
Timothy Sweet
Eric Tans and Margaret Tassaro
Howard Wein
Sidney Wolfson
Margaret Zak
Judith Zimmerman

We are very grateful for the support of all of our members and donors.
Every effort has been madle to ensure the accuracy of this list. If errors or omissions
have occurred, please bring them to our attention by emailing judi@ninemilerun.org
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Members | $0 - 49
Anonymous(2)
Tamara Abell
Paul Agnew
James Allen
Amy Andrews-Hooks

& Michael Hooks
Greg and Julie Barbish
Bill and Josephine Baxter
Frank Beal
Elisa and Stanley Beck
Chris and Joshua Bellin
Casey Brown
Janet Carr
Paul and Patty Carr
Joan and Harold Chelemer
Nancy Cobetto
Ed and Vera Cook
David and Marian Crossman
Amy Crosson and

John Soluri
Martha Cullens
Sabina Deitrick
Phyllis Didion
William Dimitroff
Peggy Dimperio
E J and Lu Donnelly

in memory of

Colin Boyarsky
Alice Doolittle and

Tim Pearce
Nathaniel Doyno
Cynthia and Michael Fenger
Tom Fisher
Betsy Fleischer
Jeanne and John Fulton
Nanci Goldberg
Harold and Edna Golding
Allen Goodman
Joannie Goodrum
Ellen Gozion and

Jim Herbert
Maurine and Mickey
Greenwald
Raymond Griffith

Bill Edgar and
Joanna Guziewicz
Mark Haibach and
PatriciaBoyd
Carl and Jona Hammer
Mattie Harris
Peggy and Maurice Heidish
Donald R Hill
Anne Holzner in honor
of Barbara Hays
Charles and Marilyn
Honigsberg
Robert Imperata
Jean Indovina
Deadra and Matt Keener
Mary and David Keller
Bridget A Kilroy in honor
of Edward P Kilroy
Curtis Kovach and
Fran Czak
Harold Timothy Kyriazi
David Spieser and
Jessica Landes
Lazae LaSpina
Dawn Lehman
William Lenaghen
Judith A. Lesniewicz
Joshua Lewis
Richard Liberto
Eric Lipsky
Anne-Marie Lubenau
Margaret M. Mahoney
Dan Majewski
Peter Mathis
Mark Maurizi
Suzanne McDonough
Maggie McKenna
Carla Miles
Rose Morello
Gary and Greer Mulholland
Susan and Daniel
Mulholland
Elizabeth Mullaugh
Andy and Carol Munster
Virginia Marie Norkus
Bob and Liane Norman

Paul Overby and
Patty Sprague
Bryan Page
Annette Paluh
Dolores Y. Payne
Arch Pelley
Helen Perilloux
Rich and Sara Petyk
Jeft and Cynthia Picone
Nancy Pulsifer and
Rodney Permigiani
Indigo Raffel
Margaret Reed
Nicholas and Dorothy
Rescher
Marge Rhodes
Michael Robertson
Marsha Robinson
John Sennott and
Lesa Rosamond
Ann Rose
Sabina and Peter Rosenfeld
Jonathan and Ellen Rubin
Kris Rust
Richard Scaglion
Jay Schaffer
Kim Harrigal and
Mark Scheatzle
Steven Sharratt and
Catherine Davidson
Barry Shields
Linda Stafford
Stephen Stewart
Sustainable Monroeville
Fred and Chris Thieman
Dirk and Francine
VandenBerg
Toni Watkins
Ben Wecht
Rick and Sarah Wertheimer
Ruth Westerman and
J Robert Myers
Kay Wertzel
Kathleen Wilson
Susan and Jeffrey Winicour
Russ Wright
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2009 Income

M 4%

W 81% Grants 314,993.00

Membership Income 15,739.00

W1% Program Fees 3,346.00
M 6% Sale of Rain Barrels 23,909.00
M 2% Investment Income 6,018.00
W 5% Miscellaneous Income  18,590.00
2009 Expenditures
W 88% Program Services 453,168.00
7% Management & General 36,018.00
M 4% Fundraising 23,002.00

Pg 14 Nine Mile Run Watershed Association

2009 Annual Report

M 76% Grants

M 6%
0%
9%
2%
M 5%

Membership Income
Program Fees

Sale of Rain Barrels
Investment Income

Miscellaneous Income

M 88% Program Services

W 7%
M 4%

254,895.00
20,378.00
643.00
28,662.00
7,691.00
18,174.00

435,141.00

Management & General 33,838.00

Fundraising

24,962.00
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